


environment. As part of  any delennination made, this law rcquircs that statc agencies and authorities 
issue a "finding" describing any impacts of the projrct and certifying that all fcasiblc measures have 
been undertaken lo either avoid or mini~nizc these impacts. 

1. PIiOJECT DESCRIPTION 

In the 2001 Final Environmental Impact Rcport (FEIR), the Massachusetts Army Nalional Guard 
(MANG) proposed to prohibit the use oflead-bullet ammunition at Camp Edwards. When the lead 
bullet prohibition was originally proposcd and adoptrtl as an Environniental Perfomiancc Standard 
thcrc were alternatives such as tungsten-nylon ammunition. A subsequent restriction on tungsten 
a~nrnunition was imposed due to groundwater impacts from tungstcn ammunition. In order to train 
its soldicrs, the MANG rcqucsted, through a Notice of  Project Change, to use lead-bullet 
ammunition in conjunction with nppropriatc small arms range best management practiccs. A 
Certificate was issued by the Secretary of En\,irontiicntal Affairs on November 9,2006. 
Modifications to the F.:.nvironmcntal Pcrfomlance Standards are made by thc EMC in accordancc 
with Chaptcr 47 of  the Acts of2002.  

In a lctter to the MANG dated June 23, 2007, thc EMC conditionally approved the use of  lcad 
bullet a~n~nuni t ion  at thc Tango Range, subject to specific monitoring and reporting requirements 
and the use o f a  STAPP Enviror~mcntal Bullet Catcher system, as discussed in marc detail hclow. 
T l ~ c  EMC's conditiot~;jl approval is valid until December 31, 2008. Thc Tango Range I'lan was 
conditionally approvcd in accor(.lance with an Enviro~unental Pertbnnance Standard amended by 
thc EMC on July l I .  2007. 

11. PROJECT IMPACTS AN11 MITIGATION MEASURES 

. . I liroughout the cn\.ironmcntal rcvicw process, the proponent. the Massacliusctts Arniy National 
Guard, has bccn working, and amtinues to work, u'ith the EMC and the Small Anns Working 
Group which includes MassDEI' and tlic EPA to assess inipacts .and develop measures to mitigate 
potential iinpacts from the small arms ranges. 

The potciitial environmental in~pacts of  training on the small arms ranges at Camp Edwards with 
lead ammunition have been characterized ant1 reviewed in thc soil and gountlwatcr sitc 
investigations. the Environ~nental Asscssnicnt of  Lcad at Camp Edwards, Massachusetts Slnall 
Arnis Ranges Report, the Pollution Prevention Overvicw (S~nall  Arms Supple~nent) plan. a Tango 
range dcsign. operation. nraintenancc~ and nionitoring plan, the NEI'A Environtnctital ~\sscssinent. 
and other documents. These documents can be ihund on thc Massachusetts Army National Guard 
web sitc (w\vw.candci,~oa). No signilicant i~npacts  to cnvironmental resources from tiring le:id 
ammunition into thc bullct trap were identi l id.  

The Massachusetts A m y  Nationill Guard has rccogni7cd that thc idct~tificnliot~ ol'ct'lkctivc 
monitoring and mitigation ol'potcntial andlor unforeseen impacts is central to its responsibilities. 
Monitoring and mitigation mea>.ures arc included in the abovc noted pollution prcvctltio~i pl:~ns. 
~iionitoring plans, and through the use crf u bullet conl;~inincnt systcni to litnit lead cx[>osurc. 

Thwe liave been exlcnsi\,c oppoituiiitics for public in\.~~lvcnicnt through the ireview periods, public 
meetings, and sitc visits. Comnienls rcccivcd nc rc  inco11mriited. as appropr~atc. into the rwiew 










